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02.11.20 

Dear Parents/Carers 

From Monday 9th November, we will be sending reading books home in Key Stage 1.  

There have been some changes to our home reading scheme. Please find the following information about 
these changes and how we intend to operate it during the COVID pandemic. 

 

Year 1 

We have introduced new phonics home reading books for Year 1, where all books within this scheme align 
to match the phonemic ability of your child.  

The aim of these books is to enable children to consolidate and embed the sounds that they are learning in 
school. These books are not meant to be difficult for your child to read and as teachers follow a 
programme for phonics, their assessments will ensure that your child has the appropriate book that 
matches their phonemic ability.  

There is guidance in each book for parents on how to help your child read these books. 

Year 2 

Children in Year 2 will bring home a reading book from either our enhancement reading scheme, our new 
phonics reading book scheme or a mixture of both. This will be based on the assessments that we did 
before half term. 

The enhancement home reading scheme no longer follows stages but colour bands and following our 
assessments, each child has been placed into a colour band for their home reading book. Within each band 
there are a mixture of Oxford Reading Tree books along with books from Rigby Star and Big Cat 
publications. Banding the books enables us to offer a more diverse range of stories for children to read at 
home within their level of ability. More information regarding book bands and how you can help your child 
with their reading in each book band will be available on our school website shortly. 

The aim of the enhancement reading scheme is to develop pleasure in reading and provide children with the 
opportunity to develop fluency, expression and comprehension skills. Becoming familiar through repetitive 
reading of these books will help your child develop these skills.  

For those children, where assessments have shown gaps in their phonemic knowledge they will bring home 
a phonics home reading book or an enhancement and a phonics book.  
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Book Change Days 

In Year 1 and Year 2, home reading books will be sent home on Monday and collected in from children on 
the Thursday of the same week. We will not be sending reading records home. 

Due to COVID, we have put in place measures to ensure that our practice is safe, therefore it is imperative 
that reading books be in school on Thursdays, so that they can be quarantined before being sent out to a 
new family on the following Monday.  

Reading books do not need to come into school every day. The children will have other reading materials 
to read in school. These are purely home reading books and should only be sent in on the day requested 
above. 

Please encourage your child to read these books each day, however if your child is a reluctant reader or 
you haven’t managed to read the entire book by Thursday, please speak to your child’s class teacher to 
arrange to keep the book for a longer duration. The book will then be changed on the following Thursday. 
We will not be able to change books any other day. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank you all for your continued support and if you have any 
general questions about our home reading schemes please do not hesitate to get in contact with me. Please 
direct any specific questions or concerns about your child to their class teacher. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs Taylor 

KS1and English Lead 

 


